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NOTZ: This form is completed for esch potentisl hazerdous waste site toc help set priorities for site inspection. The information

submitted on this fomh is based on avalleble records end may be updated on subsequent forms as a result of additional inquiries
and co-site lospectioas.

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: Complete Sections [ snd ITI through X as completely as possible before Section Il (Prelfiminary
Asscaement). Flle this form in the Reglonel Hszardous Waste Log File and submit # copy to: U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency; Site Trecking System; Harardous Waste Enforcement Task Forca (EN=335) 401 M 5L, 5W; Washingtan, DC 20460.

I. SITE IDENTIFICATION

A. SITE NAME B. STREE T-(ar other rdantifiar) ]
Grawth Systems (See attachment A} 11811 Charles Street (See attachment A)
c. CITY ) D. STATE E. ZIP CODE F. COUNTY NAME
Houston, . Tx 77041 Harris
G. CHNER/OPERATOR (If kmown)
1. NAME ‘ 2. TELEPHQNE NUMBER
Pete McLaughlin, Vice-President (See attachment A) 713-937-1477

H. TYPE QF QWNERSHIP

v, reperaL [z state 3. county [ ¢ munigipal [0S PRIVATE 5 UNKNOWN

l. $ITE DESCRIPTION

Headquarters of a grounds maintenance firm,

J. HQW ICENTIFIED (e, citizen’s complainta, OSHA citations, etc.) K. OATE IBENTIFIED
fma., day, & yr)
Texas Department of Agriculture files 10-20-84

L. PRINCIPAL STATE CONTACT
T+ NAME

2- TELEPKHCHNE NUMBER
Martyn Turner, TWC J

512-463-8541

ILiPRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT (complete this section last)

A. APPARENT SERIOUSNESS OF PROBLEM
(i1, vigH Tz mectum X3, Low s NONE T8 UNKNOWN

2, RECOMMENDATION

(T 1. HO ACTION NEEDED fno hezard) [ 2. tMMEDIATE SITE INSPECTION NEEDED
a, TENTAT VELY SCHEDULED FOR:

3. SITE INSPECTION NEEDED
l:] 8, TENTATIVALY MCHEDULED *OR: b, WiLL BE PERFORMED BY:

b. wiLL BE FERPOMNMIED BY:
TX 4. SITE INSPECTION NEEDED (fow priority)

C. PREPARER INFORMATION
t. NAME

Phyllis Frank, Engineering-Science

2. TELEPHCONE NUMBER 3. DA TE (Mo, day, & yr.)

713-943-2922 5-16-86

IIl. SITE INFORMATION

A. SITE STATUS

. f 2. INACTIVE (Those [;;3 OTHER (spacity):

E:th:cf[:cclt:\:o!.(::}:;‘;dg:;f:‘u::d altes which no longar receiv ose sifes that include auch incidents [lke ‘midnight Jumping’’ where

for weste trestment, storade, or diaposal | TH#ee} ne regular or continuing use of the site for waste dispossl has occurred,)
on e &::Jﬁnwmg bagin, even I iniee G“’uuné.s.ﬁ\ X Se“._&hmnﬂiwsab

TxD82291874

8. 15 GENMERATOR ON SITET

1. wo (R 2 YES (spacity gonatator's fowr—digit SiC Code): (0782, 0783 f]

C. AREA QF SITE (in acreg) D. IF APPARENT SERIOUSNESS OF SiTE IS HIGH, SPEZIFY COORDINATES %

1. LATITU degenin.—sanc. 2. LONGITUDE (de,
480 A ’ | S e TSUPERFOND FILE
3 acres 29~ 53 J 95~ 35 =

L3 B

E. Anzgzn:oauwomss ON THE SITE? FEB12 1993

(X 2 ves copeetrr: Office building, storage shed.

T2070-2 (1 0.79) REOHRSANAEDR fvversre

A4 pemajrey



. Continued From Front

?w. CHARACTERIZATION OF SITE ACTm
indicute the major site activity(ies) alw details relating to each activity by marking ‘X’ in the appropriate boxes.

by x ij »x
—1 A, TRANSPQRTER 8. STORER L. TREATER 0. QISPASER
X X X
1. RAll - ]v.m;e 1. FILTRA TION t. LANDFILL
2. IHIP 2. SURFACE MPQUNDMENT 2. INCINERATION 2. LANDFARM
3. BARGE X{i3. oRUMS 3. VOLUME REQUC TIGN N. OPEN DUMP
4. TRUCK 4. TANK,. A BOVE GRIUND A4 - RECYCLING/RECOVERY 4. SURFACE IMPOUNDMENT
5. PIPELINE . TANK,BELOW GROUND B, CHEM./ Prys, TREATMENT . MIDNIGHT DUMPRING
8. QTHER (specily): I___a. QTHER (spectty): 4, BIOLOGICAL TREATMENT 8. INCINERATION
-
7. WASTE 'L REPROCESSING P. UNDEAGROUND INJECTIGN
5. SOLVENT AECOVERY Xje. OTHER (zpecify}):
9. OTHER (speciiy):
See IV. E.

E. SPEC!IFY DETAILS OF SITE ACTIVITIES AS NEEDED

See attached comments.

V. WASTE RELATED INFORMATION

A. WASTE TYPE Ligquid wastes are rinsates,

T 11 unknown [z Liquip X3 souin (14 sLunGE 1s. Gas Solldlwastes are empty
containers.

B. WASTE CHARACTERISTICS
C1. unkNown [z commposive  [_]3. 16NITABLE {14 RaptoacTive [ ]5 HIGHLY VOLATILE

[Xls. Toxic (17 reacTive  []8. INERT (9 FLAMMABLE
X3 10. OTHER (specity): Empty containers.

C. WASTE CATEGORIES
1.-Are records of wastes available? Specify items such as monifasts, inventories, atc. balow.

No records are available for Growth Systems. Purchasing records for GMS are available.

2. Estimate the amount(specify unit of measurejof waste by category; mark ‘X’ to indicate which wastes are present,

%, SLUDGE b, OIL ¢. SOLVENTS d. CHEMICALS e. SOLIDS {. OTHER
AMOUNT AMCUNT AMOUNT AMOUNT AMOUNT AMOUNT
|
None Unknown None Unknown None None
UNIT OF MEASURE UNIT OF MEASURE UNIT OF MEASURE UNIY OF MEASURE UNIT OF MEASURE UNIT OF MEASURE
: See attach- See attach-
ment A ment A
L , AWS et . E
X't paiNT X'ltroiey lnjmaLocenaTeEs [ X X X1 .  LaBoRATaORY
™ PigMENTS [ waSTESs 1 ‘soLvEeNTS —{ (1 acios LU FLYAsH 1" PHaRMacEUT.
{2IMETALS X iz) 0 THER(specily): (2INON-HALOGNTD (2} PICKLING
SLUDGES SOLVENTS LIBUGRS (2) ASBESTOS RIHOSPITAL
1B POTH Watered (3t QTHER(4pecily): T CausSTICS araicives 13 AADIGACTIVE
Hydraulic
{41 A LUMINUM Fluid FERROUS
JLUDGE X|{sPESTICIDES 4] L TG. WASTES MIMUNICIPAL

l_lis5) oTHER(apeciiy): (SIDYES/INKS (g) NON-FERROUS (B O THER(apecily):

SMLTG. WASTES

(B) QTHER(Ipecify):

(8) CYARIDE —

(TIPHENCLS

M HALOGENS

(11 -]

HOIMETALS

(111 THER{apsciiy)

EPA Earm T2070-2 (10-79) PAGE 2 OF & Continue On Page }



J Continued Fram Page 2 t.— .

. V. WASTE RELATED INFORMATION (contrnued)

2L LIST SUBSTANCES OF GREATEST CONGCERN WHICH MAY BE ON THE SITE (pl/ace in descending order ol hasard).

See attachment A.

4. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS OR NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF SITUATION KNOWN OR REPORTED YC EXIST AT THE SITE.

See attached comments,

VI. HAZARD DESCRIPTION

POTEN- c. D.DATE OF
ALLEGED

A.TYPE QF HAZARD TIAL INCIDENT

At | iwcipEnT

Coroe s £. REMARKS
feark 'X*) (mark 'X*)

1. NO HAZARD

= §2. HUMAN HEALTH =0 -0 == : - - -

3. NON-WORKER
INJURY/EXFOAURE

4. WORKER INJURY

CONTAMINATION

% GF WATER SUPPLY

CONTAMINATION

% OF FOOD cHAIN

7. CONTAMINATION
OF GROUND WATER

p. CONTAMINATION
_ "OF SURFACE WATER

¢. DAMAGE TO
"FLORA/FAUNA

o 10, FISH KIL L

11, SONTAMINATION
" OF AIR

12. NOTICEABLE OQDORS

13. CONTAMINATION OF 3014

14. PROPERTY DAMAGE

15. FIRE OR EXPLCSION

te. SPILLS/LEAKING CONTAINERS/
TRUNQFFE/STANDING LIQUIDS

fy. SEWER, S$TORM
" ORAIN PROBLEMS

te. EACSION PROBLEMS

19. INADEQUATE SECURITY

20. INQOMPATIBLE WASTES

21, MIDMIGHT DUMPING

221. OTHER (apecily):

EPA Form T2070-2 (10-79) PAGE 3 OF 4 Continue On Reverae




Continued From Front . -
s . VII. PERMIT INFORMATION

A. INDICATE ALL APPLICABLE PERMITS HELD BY THE SITE.

[} 1 neces rermiT [ 2. sPccPLan [X] 3. STATE PERMIT(spacity).  TDA Applicator license 7824

14 aI1R PERMITS 5. LocaL PERMIT [ ] & ACRA TRANSPORTER
[ 7. rchRasTorRER [ ] 8 RCRA TREATER [_]5 RCRA DISPOSER

[] 10. OTHER rapacity): = =

B. IN COMPLIANCE?

3 vES ]2 no ] 2. UNKNOWN

4. WITH RESPECT TO rl/iar regulation name & number)’

VIII. PAST REGULATORY ACTIONS

X1 . noNE [C] e. YES (summarize below)

IX.INSPECTION ACTIVITY ¢past or on-doingd) ~

(X7 a. NONE ] 8. YES (compiote items 1,2,3, & 4 below)

2 DATE OF 1 PERFORMED
1. TYPE OF ACTIVITY PAST ACTION BY: 4. DESCRIPTION
{mo,, day, & yr.) (EPA/ Stata)

X. REMEDIAL ACTIVITY ¢past or on-going)

[X] a. none 1 8. YES (complete f1ome 1, 2,3, & 4 belaw)
2.DAYTE OF 3. PEAFCRMED
1.TYPE QF ACTIVITY PAST ACTION ay: 4, DESCRIPTION
(o, day, & yt.) (EPA/State)

NOTE: Based on the information in Sections [II through X, fill out the Preliminary Assessment {Section If)
information on the first page of this form,

EPA Form T2070-2 (10-7%} PAGE 4 OF &




ATTACHMENT A

POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE

IDENTIFICATION AND PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT SUPPLEMENT SHEET

Instruction - This sheet is provided to give additional in-
formation in explanation of a guestion on the form T2070-~2.

Corresponding
number on form

I.G.

v.C.2.b

v.c.2.d

Additional remark and/or explanation

Growth Systems was pruchased by Grounds Management Service Inc.
{GMS) in October 1985. The Charles St. address was headquarters
for Growth Systems and currently serves as headgquarters for

GMS. Turn north on Charles Street from State Highway 529.

This intersection is one guarter mile west of State Highway 220.
The site is on the south side of the road 1.3 miles from 529.

Pete McLaughlin is with GMS. He did not work for Growth Systems.
Information on past Growth Systems operations was obtained

from Ben Mendoza, a former employee of Growth Systems, who

is currently employed at Pampered Lawns.

Three of the stored 55-gallon drums were reported to contain
hydraulic fluid that had been contaminated with water,

Two of the stored 55-gallon drums contained some liquid said
to be rinsate from pesticide sprayers.

GMS chemical usage ({(from Pete McLaughlin)
Round up - 10 gal/month
Topsun - 60 lbs/year
Orthene - 60 lbs/year

Growth Systems {from Ben Mehdoza)

Dursban, Diazinon, Orthene, Disyston, Lindane, Isotox,
Malathion, Sevin, Captan, Zineb, Manzate, Kocide, Daconil,
Benomyl, Funginex, Paraguat, TriMik, Weed Be Gone, Round up,
Phytar 560, 33 Plus, MSMA, Pramitol, Surflan, Eptam. Balan,
RonStar and Princep granular products were also used. The
products most used were Diazinon (15 gal/year}, Captan (10-15
1bs/year) and Round up (50 gal/year). Figures are estimated.
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TWC PA/SI PROJECT
PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT COMMENTS
GROWTH SYSTEMS, INC.
HOUSTON, TEXAS
HARRIS COUNTY

DOCUMENTATION OF SITE ACTIVITIES

A TWC preliminary assessment of Growth Systems, Inc.
was performed by Phyllis Frank of Engineering Science, Inc.
Growth Systems, Inc. was purchased by Grounds Management

Service (GMS) in October 1985. An interview with Pete
McLaughlin, Vice President/General Manager of GMS, was con-
ducted on May 6, 1986 beginning at 1:00 PM. A visual

inspection of the headquarters site at 11811 Charles Street
was performed immediately following the interview.

The site is located in west Houston in a primarily com-
mercial area. The site has a main office building and
equipment and chemical storage sheds. A small nursery is
maintained on the west side of the property. Drums are
stored in a small area along the south fence line. Photo-
graphs are attached to the report.

Pete McLaughlin had no knowledge of activities at the
site preceding the October 1985 purchase of Growth Systenms.
Ben Mendoza, a former Growth Systems employee currently with
Pampered Lawns, was interviewed by telephone on May 15, 1986
at approximately 3:30 PM.

DOCUMENTATION OF ADDITIONAL OPERATING SITES

GMS currently operates two. substations. One substation
is located at 11239A Crown Park Plaza. This substation is
on the south side of Gears Road approximately 2 miles west
of IH-45 at Greens Road. The office is in the southwest
corner of the office park. This site was visited on May 8,

1986. Another subgtation operated by GMS is located at 8625
Schumacher. This site is one block south of Richmond be-
tween Crossview and Dunvale. The Schumacher site was
visited on May 8, 1986 at 1:05 PM. GMS previously operated
a headquarters site at 3218 Osage. This site was observed

on May 8, 1986. Photographs of the sites are attached to
the report.

Growth Systems headquarters was located at 11811
Charles Street at the site GMS currently uses as head~-
quarters. Growth Systems also operated substations. One
substation was the site at Crown Park Plaza that GMS is cur-
rently using. A site at Corporate Drive and Wilcrest was
used for about 1 year and a site at an industrial park owned
by Cbldwell Banker at IH-610 and South Wayside was used for



approximately 2 years. The exact location of the latter two

sites is unknown. These sites are no longer substations and
are not in existence.

WASTE MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

GMS has been in business for approximately 5 years.
Growth Systems was in business for 11 years prior to being
purchased. Both firms were involved in grounds maintenance.
However, GMS only did limited spot application of Roundup
prior to purchasing Growth Systems. GMS purchases pesti-
cides as required and temporarily stores them in a metallic
storage shed. Inventory control is carefully maintained.
Pesticide mixtures are sprayed on the area to be treated.
When products to be sprayed are changed, the sprayer is
cleaned. The sprayer is rinsed with a bleach (Chlorox) and
water mixture. This rinsate is placed in a 55-gallon drum.
Containers are rinsed with water and then a fixing agent.
Both of these rinses are added to the mixture to be sprayed.
A third rinse of bleach (Chlorox) and water is the final
rinse. This rinse is placed in a 55-gallon drum. After
rinsing, the containers are punctured and placed in the
trash. A contract service, Quick Trash, picks up the trash.
Substations use the same procedure. Pesticide application
is very limited at the Crown Park Plaza substation. When a
55~gallon drum is filled, it will be taken to the head-

guarters site. No drums have yet been filled at the sub-
stations. Twenty-three drums are present at the head-
quarters site. Three drums are reportedly filled with

watered hydraulic fluid. Two drums are reportedly mostly
full with the pesticide rinsate. Other drums are reportedly
empty. Bungs were not in all drums and rainwater may have
accumulated in these drums. No drums have been disposed
recently. Vegetation in the area is sparse, but- no dead
vegetation was observed.

A GMS employee at the GMS Schumacher substation showed
a drum storage area that contained approximately 15 55-gal-
lon drums. These drums were reportedly used for waste oil.
No special drum used for pesticide residues could be iden-
tified. The exact method of disposal for the waste o0il is
unknown, but is presumably by an oill recycler.

Most of the products used by Growth Systems were only
used at the headquarters site and were by used by the crews
at the substations. Paper bags were burned near the back
gate going to the nursery. Other containers were triple
rinsed with water. The water was added to the mixture in
the sprayer. Plastic and metal containers were then punc-
tured and thrown in the trash which was picked up by a con-
tract service. Glass containers were thrown in the trash
without puncturing. The sprayers were rinsed once a day
with water and a socap from Ford's Chemicals in Pasadena,
Texas. This rinse was discarded on the large concrete pad



were it "generally evaporated". This practice was used when
Ben Mendoza began work for Growth Systems. Mr. Mendoza
worked for Growth Systems almost five years. Growth Systems
used a 100-gallon and 200-gallon spray rig on trucks, four
30-gallon, wheel-mounted sprayers, and backpack and shoulder
sprayers. The backpack and shoulder sprayers were used by
the crews at the substations. The backpack and shoulder
sprayers were rinsed at the job site and the rinse water was
sprayed on the treated area. The area around the concrete
pad is not vegetated. This area is also subjected to traf-

fic. The impact of the residue disposal practice cannot be
visually assessed.

Growth Systems was inspected probably twice in the past
5 years. No complaints or violations were noted. No per-
mits were held except for applicators permnit.

ASSESSMENTS AND RECOMMENDATION

The impact of the past waste disposal practice is
difficult to assess visually. Some question regarding waste
segregation and disposal is present in GMS current opera-

tion. A low priority site inspection is recommended for
this site under the TWC PA/SI program.
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